Tornado Strikes Campus - Everyone Safe!

August 26,2008 | Clemson University, SC

It was a warm, humid day in South Carolina as the remains of tropical storm Fay caused heavy rains across the
region. It was not the type of weather most people would associate with a tornado.

But the meteorologists at WeatherData® were on guard. At mid-afternoon, a suspicious area of intensifying
thunderstorms approached Clemson University which relies on the customized SkyGuard® site-specific warning
service.

2:18pm. WeatherData issued a tornado warning for the Clemson
campus valid from 2:35 until 3:05pm. The storm warning meteor-
ologists predicted the tornado would come within 5 miles of the
university.

2:34pm. A warning update was sent that predicted, “the tornado
will pass very close to, if not over, the campus...”

2:54pm. The tornado struck!

After the storm, City of Clemson Police Chief Jimmy Dixon stated,
“We have a massive amount of trees down. We have power line
and [utility pole] damage. We've got some trees down on houses.”

Yet, in spite of all of the damage, there were no injuries on campus.

When Clemson received the WeatherData warning, they activated
the campus tornado sirens, emergency e-mail, and other communi-
cations with the warning information. Students, faculty, and staff
received the warning and took shelter. Campus police were in
direct communication with our meteorologists as the tornado
approached.

In the words of Clemson University Director of Sports Medicine,
Danny Poole, “[WeatherData meteorologist] Rich [Putnam] was all
overit. He did a great job! We had plenty of warning and we had
folks in position to cover. You did a great job, thank you very much!”

Regardless of whether you are a private sector, non-profit, or public sector enterprise, WeatherData can analyze
your unique weather risks and tailor a program that will reduce costs and improve safety.

Don'’t wait until Mother Nature catches you unprepared. Call us today! 316.265.9127
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