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Hurricane-force winds are on the way.  Students are on the soccer and football fields.  Others are waiting for 
rides home.  How long would it take you to gather up those students and get them to safety before the winds 
and the blowing debris accompanying them reach the school?  

Violent thunderstorms developed rapidly the afternoon of November 27, 2005 south of the Kansas City area 
and raced north.

 4:34pm.  SkyGuard high wind warning is issued, valid from 4:45 until 5:10pm, for gusts to 70 mph.
 The period between 4:34 (the time the warning is issued) and 4:45pm informs teachers and administors
 they have eleven minutes to get everyone to safety before severe weather will occur.

 4:47pm.  A government ‘severe thunderstorm warning’ is issued that predicts the storm will be “near   
 Olathe by 5:00pm.”

 4:51pm.  Wind measuring equipment at Olathe’s North High School records a gust of 75 mph.

The SkyGuard warning was issued 17 minutes before the winds occurred.  The government’s warning came 
out only 4 minutes before the storm arrived – not enough time to get everyone to shelter.  The storm also 
arrived much more quickly than the government predicted (4:47 as opposed to “near Olathe by 5:00pm.”).  

Whether it’s lightning, high winds, or winter storms, WeatherData’s SkyGuard service keeps your students 
and colleagues safe and secure.  

Call us today.  After all, the next storm may already be on its way!

“We are very pleased with every 
aspect of your service.   We have 

avoided issues with lightning and 
severe weather because of our

connection to you.”
– Jim Ater, Athletic Director

Olathe District Schools

TRUE STORIES  –  REAL RESULTS
Protecting Your Business.  Protecting You.

A Kansas shelf cloud minutes away from producing hurricane-force winds.     
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