


Continued 

Next, SelectWarn overlays high resolution National Weather Service radar and 
storm warnings in text and latitude/longitude formats. With the full NEXRAD 
suite of products (including precipitation estimates and wind velocity), plus 
WeatherData's exclusive lightning detection and forecasting system, 
StormVision7, emergency managers can plot the storm and selectively activate 
warning signals ahead of its arrival.

Remote access via Internet, frame relay, virtual private network or optional cell 
phone interface allows third parties to activate warning devices a particularly 
attractive feature for smaller jurisdictions without full-time emergency 
management or law enforcement personnel.

Other SelectWarn features include: 

	 Rain and flash flood gauge input, with the ability to automatically trigger 	
	 flash flood barricades at pre-determined trigger points and notify other law 	
	 enforcement and emergency personnel. 

	 GPS-based input from vehicles or spotter locations using Palm™ Pilots 
	 or other mobile devices 

	 Input from mesonetworks, roadway weather networks, and other 
	 non-federal data sources 

	 Meteorological input from the National Weather Service's 
	 Emergency Managers Weather Information Network, 
	 or commercial weather companies 

	 Ability to automatically sound sirens based on the National Weather 
	 Service's latitude/longitude based warnings 
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(WICHITA, Kan.) WeatherData, the nation's leading provider of weather risk 
management solutions, has been awarded its first patent for SelectWarn™, an 
intelligent warning system that monitors multiple threats simultaneously and 
lets public safety managers warn only those areas actually threatened. From one 
easy-to-read screen, emergency personnel can select when to activate sirens and 
other safety devices based on the location and predicted path of severe storms, 
tornadoes, lightning, flash floods and chemical/biological hazards. Once 
emergency personnel identify the threat, a threat-specific tonal or voice alarm 
can be triggered on any one or more warning devices at their disposal.

"SelectWarn is the next generation in public safety warning systems," said 
Executive Vice President for Business Development Kimberly Mendelsohn. 
"SelectWarn's precision warning capabilities eliminate false alarms and 'over-
warning' of areas that aren't actually in danger."
SelectWarn was first introduced in November 2000. With local governments' 
renewed emphasis on emergency management, SelectWarn can give the public 
renewed confidence in their community's emergency warning system, 
Mendelsohn says.

"WeatherData® has always been on the leading edge of technology solutions for 
weather risk management. We're immensely pleased that our first patent has 
been awarded for a product that not only showcases our technology, but 
genuinely augments public safety, as well," she said.

WeatherData has six additional patents pending.

How SelectWarn Works.

Using WeatherData's forecasting and monitoring technology, SelectWarn starts 
with a detailed, GIS base map of the area, then overlays local siren and warning 
devices. Customized displays add terrain, roadways, and landmarks like softball 
fields, schools and public venues.
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The algorithmic analysis of StormVision with Lightning differs significantly from 
existing products offered by the National Lightning Detection Network (NLDN) 
or other commercially available systems: These existing systems try to plot a future 
path for lightning either by measuring electrical activity in the atmosphere over a 
particular point or by tracking where lightning strikes have previously occurred. 
Such methods lack the geographical breadth and "lead time" to be useful to 
businesses (i.e., the interval from when the forecast is made until the time 
lightning occurs). Trying to predict future lightning strikes based on the prior 
existence of lightning is particularly ineffectual with newly developing storms that 
have yet to spawn lightning at all.

"StormVision with Lightning is truly the first lightning forecasting system," 
explained Smith. "Other systems do not activate until a lightning strike has 
occurred or is about to occur. Our system looks at the atmosphere and cloud 
characteristics to locate areas where lightning will develop. As the science of 
meteorology improves, it will be possible to forecast lightning hours ahead, using 
this methodology."

According to Contingency Planning and Management, lightning is the most 
common cause of power outages, and 34 percent of U.S. businesses have suffered 
costly, power-related downtime. Smith says the advance weather warnings 
provided by StormVision with Lightning will allow companies to reliably predict 
future retail performance.

"Utility companies, manufacturing plants, airlines and other businesses can - and 
should - be proactive in their approach to weather-related risks. This technology 
allows them to increase safety, protect their property, deploy emergency crews in 
advance of a storm, and dramatically minimize productivity and service 
interruptions," Smith said.
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